
What colleges and universities have told WKHS about the IB Diploma Programme: 

The following are statements from admissions offices at some of the most prestigious public and private colleges and 

universities in Ohio, the Midwest, and the United States.  Some of these are drawn from college/university websites, some 

from endorsements on the IB website, and some from emails directly received by WKHS WolfP.A.A.C.C.-IB Diploma  

Progamme Coordinator Mr. John Jordan in response to inquiries. 

Amherst If you have taken International Baccalaureate courses during secondary school, we 

view this as significant evidence of your academic accomplishment and preparation. 

Bowdoin IB courses carry some considerable weight. 

Carleton If your students are IB Diploma candidates we consider that the most rigorous 

program they can complete. 

Chicago We ask that students try to take the most rigorous curriculum available (whether 

that’s IB or AP, whatever their school offers). 

Denison In our office, we are always excited to see students who are graduating with an IB 

Diploma, and we consider that curriculum the most challenging a student can take. 

Duke If offered by your school, you should take Advanced Placement or International 

Baccalaureate courses in addition to Honors courses. . . . We know the quality of IB 

courses, and we think the IB curriculum is terrific 

Franklin and 

Marshall 

I was forwarded your email regarding our view of the IB curriculum -- which is an 

incredibly positive view!!!  If a student earns the Diploma with 30 points they earn 1 

year of college!   

Georgia Tech When evaluating a student's high school coursework, we will add additional weight 

for any IB  course that he or she has taken. 

Gettysburg Participation in accelerated, enriched, honors, International Baccalaureate and 

advanced placement courses is highly desirable. 

Harvard Success in an IB programme correlates well with success at Harvard.  We are pleased 

to see the credential of the IB Diploma Programme on the transcript. 

Haverford If you’ve taken International Baccalaureate, we view this as significant evidence of 

your academic accomplishment and preparation. 

Hiram We know the intensity/difficulty level of the IB courses students take and consider 

that when looking at a transcript. 

Illinois Evidence of rigor is demonstrated in the number of honors, Advanced Placement 

(AP), International Baccalaureate (IB) and/or college-level courses included in the 

student’s four-year academic program. 

Kenyon If a student were to pursue an IB Diploma, they would be viewed as a student willing 

to challenge themselves in the classroom, which in the end, is what we want to see.   

Macalester We respect the IB programme for its academic rigour and the dedication it requires of 

students to earn the diploma. Over the years, we have found IB students to be 

exceptionally well-prepared for a challenging college experience. 

Maryland We would encourage our students to take advantage of the IB Program.   At 

Maryland, we do look at the whole student through our review process which enables 

us to make the best determination overall regarding the student’s potential for 

success.  

North Carolina Being in an IB program would show curriculum challenge and supersede the fact that 

[any particular course] may be absent [from a student’s transcript]. 

Notre Dame (U. 

of) 

We see applicants who are in a full IB Diploma program as having a very rigorous 

curriculum. 

 



Princeton The IB is a first-rate programme, one we are familiar with, and it prepares students 

well for a university like ours. 

Sarah Lawrence In our minds, there is no more challenging curriculum than the IB curriculum. Not only 

does it prepare students for a demanding college programme, but the IB curriculum 

also instills in students a love of learning and an understanding of the truly 

interdisciplinary nature of education. Instead of working on each subject in a vacuum, 

IB students are shown how each of their classes connects both with the other classes 

and with the world around them. 

Texas We're looking for students who are engagers—students who are maximizing 

opportunities in the classroom, maximizing opportunities outside of the classroom. 

What's very unique about IB is that through its curriculum it allows students to be 

able to satisfy the requirements of the types of students that we're looking for. 

Virginia It’s great that you’re going into IB . . . the best thing [for a student] to do is complete 

the IB Diploma. . . For admission purposes, we assume that students pursuing a full IB 

diploma are taking the toughest academic program available to them and that, as we 

say above, is what the Committee on Admission generally wants to see.  

Wellesley We have a high regard for the IB program and consider it a strong preparation for a 

liberal arts curriculum. 

William and 

Mary 

We consider the IB Diploma the most rigorous program a high school student can 

pursue.   

Williams IB is very highly regarded, and I and many of my colleagues personally believe the 

rigor of most IB programs to be unmatched by most AP programs.  Colleges 

particularly appreciate the global focus, the theory of knowledge course, the 

extended research essay, and the mandatory service component.  Many may actually 

prefer IB precisely because of its comprehensiveness and rigor. 

University of 

Wisconsin 

It’s fantastic that you are starting an IB programme; it’s such an excellent program.  It 

really prepares students well for university studies.  . . . We look at what your school 

offers; it’s way more important that students complete the IB programme if your 

school offers it.  

Wooster We respect the IB. 

 


